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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
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A  radio  talk  by  Hiss  Eutli  Vo.n  Deman,  Eureau  of  pJliil' *'^0.nQiaftqf delivered 
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1-3;  SALISBURY;     "Tell,  liiss  Van  Deman,  what's  the-'headliner  on  your  House- 
hold-Calendar to  da;/:  .  , 

MISS  YAM  DBi'IAN;  Fall  clothes.     Ready-made  dresses,   to  "be  exact.  Our 
textile  peo-ole  have  just  -puolished  a- new  leaflet  called  "Quality  guides  in 
"buying  read3''-niade  dresses."    ;  . 

MR.  SALISBURY;    More  af  that  consumer  education  material?     That's  fine, 
I'm  strong  for  that.    But  I  -ivish  you'd  tell  your  textile  people  not  to  over- 
look men's  clothes.    TJe're-also  in  need  of  a  fev/  guides  on  quality. 

MISS  YAI^T  DBi'IAM;  All  right.     I'll  pass  the  word  along.     A  while  hack  you 
knovi;  you  asked  a'bout  quality  in  men's  shirts.     Well  I  took  that  as  a  royal 
command.    YJe've  collected  a  lot  of  very  interesting  facts  a'bout  "buying  men's 
shiTts.     I'm  ready  to  "be  interviewed  any  time. 

MR.  SALISBURY;     Well  of '  course  there's  no  time'  like  the  present,  "but  I'll 
"be  chivalrous.     Women  and  children  first.     You  go  ahead  and  talk  a'bout  dresses 
today.     And  perhaps  next  week  we  can  have  the  interview  on.  men's  s._:irts  if 
that's  all  right  with  you.  • 

t'ilSS  VAN"  DEI-'IAj^':     Yes,   that  suits- me  fine.     I'm  sure  I  don't  know  when 
Is  the  "busiest  shopping  season  on  men's  shirts.     But  I  do  Imow  that  every  time 
I've  "been  in  a  store  lately  to  look  at  dresses  I've  found  a  crowd  of  other 
women  ther-^  aliead  of  me.     And  finally  when  I  got  waited  on  I  found  it  harder 
than  ever  to  tell  even  what  kinds  of  fa'brics  dresses  are  m.ade  of  this  3^ear. 

Y."hy,  oh  why,  can't  ready-made  dresses  he  la"beled  so  that  we  know  what 
fa'brics  they  -  re  made  of?     That  doesn't  seem  much  to  ask  of  the  manufacturers, 
and  it  certainly  would  save  a  lot  of  argument  and  dissatisfaction.     For  instance, 
I  tried  on  one  dress  of  very  pretty  dark  green  material.     It  was  different 
from  anything  I'd  seen  hefo::e.     So  I  asked  the  clerk  what  it  was.     "Oh  silk," 
she  said,  "all  pure  silk."     She  had  to  sa.7  something  quick,  of  course,   so  siie 
said  wha,t  she  thought  vrould  im-oress  me  most.  • 

Fell,   I  couldn't  take  out  a  match  and  a^only  the  turning  test  to  the 
material  of  that  dress  right  then  and  there.     But  I  looked  at  it  hard  and  I 
felt  it.     If  it  was  silk,  it  was  certainly  very  different  from  all  the  silks 
I've  known  "before.     I  don't  think  there  was  a  thread  of  silk  in  it.     I  think 
it  was  one  of  the  new  synthetic  fihers.     Now,  if  that  dress  had  carried  a 
lahel  saying  "All  pure  rayon",     I  should  have  looked  at  it  with  respect. 
I'm  very  much  interested  in  these  new  rayons.    But  I  do  want  to  know  when 
I'm  "buying  a  dress  of  rayon  tind  when  I'm  huying  one  of  silk  or  wool.  Also 
I  want  to  laiov^  whether  the  silk  is  pure-djre  silk  or  weighted.     I  find  that 
-oure-dye  silk  lasts  me  longer,  and  I  haven't  much  time  to  s-oend  shopping 
arourii  for  dresses  and  having  them  altered  and  all  that.    And  v/hen  I  "buy  a 
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v.'Ool  dress  I  vant  to  laiow  v/hetlier  itfe  all  v/ool,   that  is,  v/ool  from  a 
sheep's  ■bac>,  not  rahhit  hair  or  some  other  exotic  kind  of  a  fiher.  And 
I'm  not  in  the  least  prejudiced  against  part-v:ool  and  -oart-cotton  fa"brics. 
Por  some  kinds  6f  dresses  they  are  admirahle.     I'm  just  one  of  these 
conscientious,  literal -minded  consumers  who  wants  to  know  what  she's  "buying 
when  she  "buys  a  dress. 

{fhen  another  thing,  I  find  it  TDays  me  to  huy  dresses  that  are  well  cut 
and  well  sewed.     Xlhat  if  a  clerk  does  raise  an  eyehrow  vv'hen  I  turn  a  dress 
v;rong  side  out  and  look  at  the  seams?     It's  nothing  to  her  if  the  seams 
fray  out  and  I  have  to  discard  that  dress  in  a  little  while.    Of  course  if 
I  tcike  it  hack  and  complain,  she  may  he  called,  in,  "but  the  huyer  is  the  one 
who  will  have  to  try  to  pacify  me,  and  I'll  finally  land  at  that  place  called 
t)ie  cdjustment  desk.     So  I've  found  it's  "better  to  bijy  good  quality  dresses  in 
the  first  place  with  v/ide  seams  and  deep  hems  and  fullness  where  fullness  is 
needed.     Of  course,  I  don't  want  to  add  any  more  pounds  to  my  figure,  perish 
the  thought,  hut  I  confess  that  I  have  found  these  let-out  and  let-down 
allowances  very  useful.'    Sometimes  they've  saved  me  the  price  of  a  new  dress. 

In  the  last  few  years  there's  heen  a  great  deal  of  skimp  cutting  in 
ready-made  dresses.     Some  manufacturers  in  order  to  heat  their  competitors 
have  skimped  and  turned  and  twisted  their  good?  so  as  to.  get  the  greatest 
numher  of  dresses  from  the'  smallest  numher  of  yards.     They've  made  skirts 
running  crosswise  instead  of  length\7ise  of  the  goods,  and  sleeves  on  the  oias, 
and  collars  every  which  way,     Unless  you  look  sharp  and  sit  down  as  x:ell  as 
stand  up  in  your  dress  as  it's  heing  fitted,  you  ma^'  not  notice  some  of  ttiese 
freaks  in  cutting.  '  Of  course,  if  you  really  want  them,  there  are  plenty  of 
good  quality  garments  to  oe  had,  cut  the  right  way  of  the  goods,  and  that 
hang  right  and  feel  right  when  you  put  them  on. 

Clarice  Scott,  who  has  written  this  new  leaflet  on  "buying  dresses,  has 
taught  me  even  to  look  at  the  stitching.     The  length  of  the  stitich  and  the 
kind  of  thread  used  are  marks  of  quality.    And  so  are  the  other  details  like 
hars  at  pocket  corners,  "bindings,  facings,  plackets,  and  armhole  finishes. 
There's  a  lot  m.ore  to  huying  a  dress  besides  the  color  and  the  style  and  the 
price.    They  mu:<t  he  right,  of  course,  hut  they  don't  count  for  much  unless 
you  have  quality  also. 

If  you  haven't  already-  bought  all  your  fall  dresses  and  want  some  good 
common-sense  talk  on  buying  ready-made  clothes,  write  to  me.     I'll    be  glad 
to  send  you  Miss  Scott's' new  leaflet. 

And  goodbye  until  next  time'.  ,  ■  ■ 


